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REVIEWS 



Patriotism and Religion. By Shailer Mathews. New York: 

Macmillan Co., 1918. Pp. 161. $1.25. 

This compact little volume does not disappoint those who are familiar 
with Dr. Mathews' crisp, sententious style and his swift stabs at the 
objects of his criticism. Written under the stress of war, there is an 
undercurrent of moral passion which must have made the original 
lectures, at the University of North Carolina, very effective. 

After showing the intimate relation of the sentiments of patriotism 
and religion, he develops their mutual influence and interactions, his- 
torically rather than philosophically. "Religion," he says, "has always 
been a super-patriotism. Theology has been a super-politics." In his 
discussion of the moral values of patriotism he contrasts vividly the 
German and Entente types, closing with a fine challenge of the German 
slander that the Americans are a dollar-mad people. 

In his chapter on "Religion and War" he coolly dissects the various 
types of pacifism, and after a skilful use of the story of the Good 
Samaritan who arrived early in the midst of the Schrecklichkeit he con- 
cludes: "Pacifism under such circumstances is anti-social, a misguided 
idealism, if not transcendentalized selfishness." He boldly says: "For 
an American to refuse to share in the present war .... is not Chris- 
tian." There is a keen handling of the question of what is involved in 
the Christian love for enemies, in considering " the service of religion to 
patriotism," and a strong argument for a League of Nations. 

G. Walter Fiske 
Obeelin Graduate School of Theology 



Economic Problems of Peace after War. Second Series. The 
W. Stanley Jevons Lectures at University College, London, in 
1918. By W. R. Scott. Cambridge: University Press, 1918. 
Pp. xii+136. $2.00. 

This is a suggestive and discriminating series of lectures. The first 
two, "Mare Liberum — Aer Clausus?" and "A League of Nations and 
Commercial Policy," are of particular interest just now in connection 
with the vigorous debate on the subject of a League of Nations. The 
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